STATUTES AT LARGE

fully and distinctly wherein such decision is contrary to law. Such ap-
peal must be served and filed within thirty days after the decision of
the commissioners is rendered.
Upon the filing of such an appeal the clerk of the said court shall
give immediate notice thereof to the commissioners, and within thirty
days from the time of such notice the commissioners shall cause to be
filed with the said clerk a duly certified copy of the proceedings had
before them including a transcript of the evidence heard before them,
if any, and of their decision.
Thereafter at the next term or any subsequent term of the said
court, the presiding judge of said court, or in vacation, upon ten days
notice to the parties, the resident Circuit Judge of said county, shall
proceed to hear and pass upon the said appeal. If upon the hearing it
shall appear to the court that testimony is necessary for the proper
disposition of the matter, it may take evidence or appoint a referee or
refer the case to the Master for Charleston County to take such evi-
dence as it may direct and report the same to the court with his find-
ings of fact and conclusions of law which shall constitute a part of
the proceedings upon which the determination of the court shall be
made. The court may reverse or affirm wholly or partly, or may
modify the decisions brought up for review.
Costs shall not be allowed against the commissioners unless it shall
appear to the court that they acted with gross negligence or in bad
faith or with malice in making the decision from which the appeal is
taken.
All issues in any proceeding tinder this section shall have preference
over all other civil actions and proceedings.
Any party at interest who is aggrieved by the judgment rendered
by said court upon such appeal may have the same reviewed by ap-
peal to the Supreme Court in the same manner as now provided by
law for other appeals to that Court.
The filing of Notice of Appeal to the Supreme Court and the pen-
dency of such appeal shall not ipso facto act as a supersedeas but the
Judge of the Court of Common Pleas or any Justice of the Supreme
Court may in his discretion grant a supersedeas upon such terms and
conditions as may seem reasonable and proper.
BEOTION 15: Meetings and reoords.-All meetings of the com-
missioners held incident to the provisions of this Act shall be open
to the public. The commissioners shall keep a record of their proceed-
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